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Professor	Usha	Menon	
	
PERSONAL	DETAILS	
	
Current	 	 Group	Leader,	Gynaecological	Cancer	Research	Centre	
Appointments:	 Department	of	Women’s	Cancer	
	 	 	 Institute	for	Women’s	Health	(IfWH)	
	 	 	 Faculty	of	Population	Health	Sciences	
	 	 	 University	College	London,	UK	
	

Academic	Lead,	Integrated	Clinical	Academic	Training	(ICAT)	Programme	
	 	 	 IfWH	
	
	 	 	 Consultant	Gynaecologist	
	 	 	 University	College	London	Hospitals	NHS	Foundation	Trust,	London,	UK	
	
Work	Address:	 Gynaecological	Cancer	Research	Centre,	IfWH	
	 	 	 Suite	1B,	1st	Floor,	Maple	House	
	 	 	 149	Tottenham	Court	Road,	London,	W1T	7DN,	UK	
	 	 	 Tel:	 +44	(0)20	3447	2107	
	 	 	 Fax:	 +44	(0)20	3447	2129	
	 	 	 Email:	 u.menon@ucl.ac.uk	
	
EDUCATION/QUALIFICATIONS	
	
Dates	 Detail	of	degree,	diploma	other	

qualification	
Institution	

11/2007	 Fellow	of	the	Royal	College	of	
Obstetricians	and	Gynaecologists	
(FRCOG)	

Royal	College	of	Obstetricians	and	
Gynaecologists	(RCOG),	London,	UK	

07/2007	 MD	(Research)	 University	of	London,	UK	
04/2000	 Certificate	of	Completion	of	Specialist	

Training	(CCST)	Obstetrics	and	
Gynaecology	

RCOG,	London,	UK	

09/1999	 Accreditation	in	Colposcopy	 British	Society	of	Cytologists	and	
Cytopathologists,	London,	UK	

11/1994	 Member	of	the	Royal	College	of	
Obstetricians	and	Gynaecologists	
(MRCOG)	

RCOG,	London,	UK	

10/1990	 MD	in	Obstetrics	and	Gynaecology	 Christian	Medical	College	(CMC),	
Vellore,	Madras	University,	India	10/1988	 Diploma	in	Gynaecology	and	Obstetrics	

(DGO)	
09/1985	 Bachelor	of	Medicine	&	Surgery	(MBBS)	
01/1979	 Indian	School	Certificate	(ISC)	 La	Martinière	for	Girls,	Kolkata,	India	
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PROFESSIONAL	HISTORY	
	
Dates	 Detail	of	position	held	 Institution	

01/10/2009	–		 Professor	of	Gynaecological	Oncology	 Department	of	Women’s	Cancer,	
IfWH,	UCL,	UK		

01/10/2004	–		 Group	Leader	GCRC		

01/04/2004-	 Consultant	Gynaecologist	 UCLH	NHS	Foundation	Trust,	
London,	UK	

01/09/2016	–		
Academic	Training	Programme	
(IAT)	Director	for	North	Central	
and	East	London	

London	Speciality	School	of	
Obstetrics	&	Gynaecology	

01/09/2016	–		 Academic	Lead,	IAT	Programme		 IfWH,	UCL,	UK		
01/07/2016	–	
31/03/2017	 Interim	Director	(job-share)	 IfWH,	UCL,	UK		

2004	–	2009	 Senior	Lecturer		 Department	of	Women’s	Cancer,	
IfWH,	UCL,	UK		

2001	–	2004	 Senior	Lecturer	/	Consultant	 Gynaecological	Oncology,	Bart’s	
and	the	London	Queen	Mary’s	
School	of	Medicine	and	Dentistry,	
Queen	Mary	University	of	London	
(QMUL),	London,	UK	

2000	–	2001	 Locum	Senior	Lecturer	/	
Consultant	

2000	 Lecturer	

1999	–	2000	

Specialist	Registrar	(SpR)	
Obstetrics	and	Gynaecology,	
South	West	Thames	Region	
(SWTR)	

St	George’s	Hospital	NHS	Trust,	
London,	UK	

1997	–	1999	 Clinical	Research	Fellow,	
Gynaecological	Oncology	

Bart’s	and	the	London	Queen	
Mary’s	School	of	Medicine	and	
Dentistry,	QMUL,	London,	UK	

1996	–	1997	
SpR	Obstetrics	and	Gynaecology,	
SWTR	

St	Helier	Hospital,	London,	UK	
1995	–	1996	 St	Peter’s	Hospital,	Surrey,	UK	

1994	–	1995	 Queen	Mary’s	University	Hospital,	
London,	UK	

1993	–	1994	 Senior	House	Officer,	
Genitourinary	Medicine	 St	Thomas’	Hospital,	London,	UK	

1991	–	1993	 Registrar	Obstetrics	and	
Gynaecology	

Royal	Infirmary	of	Edinburgh	and	
Simpson	Memorial	Maternity	
Pavilion,	Edinburgh,	UK	

1990	 Tutor	 Obstetrics	and	Gynaecology,	
Christian	Medical	College	(CMC),	
Vellore,	India	

1988	–	1990	 Registrar	
1986	–	1988	 Senior	House	Officer	
1985	 Intern	 CMC	Hospital,	Vellore,	India	



	 3	

OTHER	APPOINTMENTS	AND	AFFILIATIONS	
	
Dates	 Appointments	
2012	–			 Honorary	Senior	Consultant,	Tata	Medical	Center,	Kolkata,	India	
2004	–	2011	 Honorary	Consultant	Gynaecologist,	Bart’s	and	the	London	NHS	Trust,	

London,	UK	
2004	–	2009	 Honorary	Consultant	Gynaecologist,	Guy’s	and	St	Thomas’	NHS	Foundation	

Trust,	London,	UK	
2004	–	2006	 Honorary	Consultant	Gynaecologist,	The	Royal	Marsden	NHS	Foundation	

Trust,	London,	UK	
	
MEMBERSHIP	ON	ADVISORY	/	OVERSIGHT	COMMITTEES	
	
Dates	 Committees	
2017	–		 Member,	Project	Steering	Committee.	ALDO	Avoiding	Late	Diagnosis	

in	Ovarian	cancer.	Cancer	Vanguard	project.	
2016	–		 Chair,	Data	Monitoring	Committee:		GEM3,	A	multi-centre	double-blind	

placebo-controlled	randomised	trial	of	a	combination	of	Methotrexate	and	
Gefitinib	versus	Methotrexate	alone	as	a	treatment	for	ectopic	pregnancy.	

2016	 Member,	`Be	Clear	on	Cancer’	campaign	working	group,	Department	of	
Health	

2011	–	2015	 Chair,	Trial	Steering	Committee:		A	cluster	randomised	trial	of	STRATEGIes	
to	increase	Cervical	screening	uptake	at	first	invitation	(STRATEGIC),	
University	of	Manchester	

2009	–		 Co-chair,	International	Cancer	Benchmarking	Partnership	Module	4,	Cancer	
Research	UK,	London	

2009	–	2015	 Member,	Data	Monitoring	Committee:		Comparison	Arm	for	Protect	(CAP)	
prostate	cancer	screening	trial,	University	of	Bristol	

2009	–	2015	 Member,	Gynaecological	Cancer	Reference	Group,	National	Cancer	
Intelligence	Network,	London	

2007	–		 Member,	Network	Site	Specific	Cancer	Group	for	gynaecological	cancers	
2007	–	2014	 Member,	Data	Monitoring	Committee:		Gynaecologic	Cancer	Intergroup	

trials	ICON6	and	ICON7,	MRC	Clinical	Trials	Unit	at	UCL,	London	
2009	–	2010	 Member,	National	Awareness	and	Early	Detection	Initiative,	Diagnostic	

Advisory	Group	
2008	 Member,	Cancer	and	Reproductive	Health	Study	Group,	55th	RCOG	Study	

Group	
2008	 Member,	Gynaecological	Cancer	Reform	Strategy	Group,	Department	of	

Health	
2007	–	2009	 Member,	Gynaecological	Cancer	Screening	and	Prevention	Sub-committee,	

National	Cancer	Research	Institute,	London	
2004	–	2008	 Elected	Council	Member,	British	Gynaecological	Cancer	Society,	London	
2004	–	2009	 Member,	UCLH	/	IfWH	Strategic	Planning	Board	
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PRIZES,	AWARDS	AND	OTHER	HONOURS	
	
Dates	 Detail	of	prize,	award	or	honour	 Awarding	body	
2014	 Singapore	Lecture	and	Medal	 Royal	College	of	Obstetrics	and	

Gynaecology	and	Singapore	Society	
2013	 46th	Dr	Subodh	Mitra	Memorial	Oration		 Bengal	Obstetric	and	Gynaecological	

Society,	India	
2013	 Finalist,	UCLH	Celebrating	Excellence	

Awards	
University	College	London	Hospitals	
NHS	Foundation	Trust,	London,	UK	

2006	 Asian	Woman	of	the	Year	2006	 Asian	Achievers	Awards	London,	UK	
1990	 Mary	George	Prize,	Best	MD	Obstetrics	

and	Gynaecology	
Christian	Medical	College,	Vellore,	
India	

1988	 Dr	A	L	Mudaliar	Prize,	Diploma	
examinations	for	Obstetrics	and	
Gynaecology	University	

Madras	University,	India	

1985	 Jacob	Chandy	Medal	for	Best	Outgoing	
Clinical	Student	

Christian	Medical	College,	Vellore,	
India	

1984	 Victor	Rambo	Prize	for	Ophthalmology	
1984	 R	E	S	Muthiah	Gold	Medal	in	

Ophthalmology	
Madras	University,	India	

	
RESEARCH	GRANTS	
	
Total	grant	funding	of	projects	where	principal	investigator	(PI)	
or	Co-PI	(GBP)	

£	30,732,991.80	

Total	industry	funding	to	date	(£)	 £	2,595,238.00	
	
RESEARCH	GRANTS	–	current	
*	Principal	Investigator	(PI)	or	Co-PI	
	

Dates	 Project	title	 Funding	agency	 Total	award	
(GBP)	

01/01/2017	–	
31/01/2020	

Long	term	impact	of	screening	
on	ovarian	cancer	mortality	in	
the	UK	Collaborative	Trial	of	
Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	
(UKCTOCS)*	

NIHR	Health	
Technology	
Assessment	
(HTA)	

422,689.40	

Cancer	Research	
UK	(CRUK)	 422,689.39	

The	Eve	Appeal	 150,000	
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Dates	 Project	title	 Funding	agency	 Total	award	
(GBP)	

01/07/2016	–	
01/12/2017	

Maintenance	of	UK	FOCSS	
bioepository*	 The	Eve	Appeal	 49,856	

18/08/2014	–	
17/08/2018	

Early	Diagnosis	Consortium	
Technology	Studies	 CRUK	 127,525	

01/10/2014	–	
30/09/2019	

ROCkeTS	–	Refining	Ovarian	
Cancer	Test	Accuracy	Scores	 NIHR	HTA	 1,000,037	

01/01/2014	–	
30/06/2017	

Cardiometabolic	disease	
prediction,	causal	analysis	and	
drug	development	using	high-
resolution	NMR	metabolomics	
(The	UCLEB	consortium)	

British	Heart	
Foundation	 795,445	

01/04/2012	–	
30/06/2017	

International	Cancer	
Benchmarking	Partnership	
Module	4	–	Pilot	study	
England*	

CRUK	 134,926	

01/09/2011	–	
31/10/2018	

PROMISE	–	Predicting	Risk	of	
Ovarian	Malignancies,	
Improved	Screening	and	Early	
detection	

CRUK	 1,620,000	

The	Eve	Appeal	 1,640,000	

01/07/2011	–	
31/12/2017	

Biomarker	discovery	and	
validation	using	the	UKCTOCS	
biobank*	

Abcodia	UK	 1,295,238	

	
RESEARCH	GRANTS	–	previous	
*	Principal	Investigator	(PI)	or	Co-PI	
	
Dates	 Project	title	 Funding	agency	 Total	

award	
(GBP)	

03/11/2005	–	
31/12/2015	

UK	Ovarian	Cancer	Population	
Study	(UKOPS)*	

The	Eve	Appeal	 511,110	

01/05/2013	–	
30/04/2015	

The	lifetime	effects,	costs	and	
cost-effectiveness	of	
endometrial	cancer	screening	

Cancer	Research	UK	
(CRUK)	

64,947	

27/03/2012	–	
26/07/2014	

Develop	an	effective	strategy	
for	early	detection	of	ovarian	
cancer*	

National	Institutes	of	
Health	(NIH)	/	The	
University	of	Texas	MD	
Anderson	Cancer	Center		

68,506	
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Dates	 Project	title	 Funding	agency	 Total	
award	
(GBP)	

01/01/2001	–	
11/08/2015	

UK	Collaborative	Trial	of	
Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	
(UKCTOCS)*	

Total	 27,451,177	

2000	–	2015	 	 Research	costs	 MRC	/	CRUK	 9,607,023	
2003	–	2011	 	 Additional	award	for	13th

	 UKCTOCS	centre	
CRUK	 453,422	

2000	–	2011	 	 Treatment	costs	 NIHR	 16,915,154	
2005	–	2012	 	 Research	costs	 The	Eve	Appeal	 475,578	
01/01/2008	–	
31/12/2015	

Genetic	Cancer	Prediction	
through	Population	Screening	
(GCaPPS)	

The	Eve	Appeal	 561,523	

2008	–	2011	 Heritage	in	Hospitals:		An	
investigation	of	the	therapeutic	
and	enrichment	potential	of	
object	handling	in	hospitals	and	
other	healthcare	organisations	

Arts	and	Humanities	
Research	Council	

293,142	

2008	–	2010	 Discovery	of	novel	serum	
markers	based	on	aberrant	post	
translational	modification	of	O	
glyco-proteins	and	their	
application	to	early	detection	of	
cancer	(OPTM)	

EU	FP7	–	Research	
Funding	2007	–	2013	7th	
Framework	Programme	

2,848,553	

01/01/2005	–	
31/12/2012	

UK	Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	
Screening	Study	(UK	FOCSS)	
UCH	centre	grant*	

NIHR	 157,329	

2005	–	2012	 UK	FOCSS	Phase	II	Co-ordinating	
Centre	

Total	 3,126,163	

2005	–	2011	 	 Main	trial	and	serum	
	 bank	

CRUK	 1,234,636	

2006	–	2012	 	 Main	trial	and	database	 The	Eve	Appeal	 403,500	
2007	–	2012	 	 Treatment	costs	 NIHR	 1,488,027	
2000	–	2005	 UK	FOCSS	Phase	I	 CRUK	 504,150	

Department	of	Health	 424,366	
2007	–	2010	 Validation	of	the	novel	

multimarker	assay	for	early	
detection	of	ovarian	cancer	

NIH	 134,715	

2005	–	2008	 SELDI	discovery	of	biomarkers	
for	ovarian	cancer	

Ciphergen	Biosystems	
Limited	

1,300,000	

1998	–	2002	 A	study	of	new	methods	of	
screening	for	cervical	cancer	

Imperial	Cancer	
Research	Fund	

147,530	

1998	–	2000	 Optimising	a	multimodal	
ovarian	cancer	screening	
strategy*	

JRB,	St	Bartholomew’s	
Hospital	

69,471	
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Dates	 Project	title	 Funding	agency	 Total	
award	
(GBP)	

1989	–	1990	 Evaluation	of	plasma	
fructosamine	as	a	screening	test	
for	gestational	diabetes*	

Fluid	Research	Fund,	
Christian	Medical	
College,	Vellore,	India	

INR	25,000	

	
PUBLICATIONS	–	journal	articles	
	
1. Michailidou	K,	Lindström	S,	Dennis	J,	Beesley	J,	Hui	S,	Kar	S,	Lemaçon	A,	Soucy	P,	Glubb	

D,	Rostamianfar	A,	Bolla	MK,	Wang	Q,	Tyrer	J,	Dicks	E,	Lee	A,	Wang	Z,	Allen	J,	Keeman	
R,	Eilber	U,	French	JD,	Qing	Chen	X,	Fachal	L,	McCue	K,	McCart	Reed	AE,	Ghoussaini	M,	
Carroll	JS,	Jiang	X,	Finucane	H,	Adams	M,	Adank	MA,	Ahsan	H,	Aittomäki	K,	Anton-
Culver	H,	Antonenkova	NN,	Arndt	V,	Aronson	KJ,	Arun	B,	Auer	PL,	Bacot	F,	Barrdahl	M,	
Baynes	C,	Beckmann	MW,	Behrens	S,	Benitez	J,	Bermisheva	M,	Bernstein	L,	Blomqvist	
C,	Bogdanova	NV,	Bojesen	SE,	Bonanni	B,	Børresen-Dale	AL,	Brand	JS,	Brauch	H,	
Brennan	P,	Brenner	H,	Brinton	L,	Broberg	P,	Brock	IW,	Broeks	A,	Brooks-Wilson	A,	
Brucker	SY,	Brüning	T,	Burwinkel	B,	Butterbach	K,	Cai	Q,	Cai	H,	Caldés	T,	Canzian	F,	
Carracedo	A,	Carter	BD,	Castelao	JE,	Chan	TL,	David	Cheng	TY,	Seng	Chia	K,	Choi	JY,	
Christiansen	H,	Clarke	CL;	NBCS	Collaborators,	Collée	M,	Conroy	DM,	Cordina-Duverger	
E,	Cornelissen	S,	Cox	DG,	Cox	A,	Cross	SS,	Cunningham	JM,	Czene	K,	Daly	MB,	Devilee	
P,	Doheny	KF,	Dörk	T,	Dos-Santos-Silva	I,	Dumont	M,	Durcan	L,	Dwek	M,	Eccles	DM,	
Ekici	AB,	Eliassen	AH,	Ellberg	C,	Elvira	M,	Engel	C,	Eriksson	M,	Fasching	PA,	Figueroa	J,	
Flesch-Janys	D,	Fletcher	O,	Flyger	H,	Fritschi	L,	Gaborieau	V,	Gabrielson	M,	Gago-
Dominguez	M,	Gao	YT,	Gapstur	SM,	García-Sáenz	JA,	Gaudet	MM,	Georgoulias	V,	Giles	
GG,	Glendon	G,	Goldberg	MS,	Goldgar	DE,	González-Neira	A,	Grenaker	Alnæs	GI,	Grip	
M,	Gronwald	J,	Grundy	A,	Guénel	P,	Haeberle	L,	Hahnen	E,	Haiman	CA,	Håkansson	N,	
Hamann	U,	Hamel	N,	Hankinson	S,	Harrington	P,	Hart	SN,	Hartikainen	JM,	Hartman	M,	
Hein	A,	Heyworth	J,	Hicks	B,	Hillemanns	P,	Ho	DN,	Hollestelle	A,	Hooning	MJ,	Hoover	
RN,	Hopper	JL,	Hou	MF,	Hsiung	CN,	Huang	G,	Humphreys	K,	Ishiguro	J,	Ito	H,	Iwasaki	
M,	Iwata	H,	Jakubowska	A,	Janni	W,	John	EM,	Johnson	N,	Jones	K,	Jones	M,	Jukkola-
Vuorinen	A,	Kaaks	R,	Kabisch	M,	Kaczmarek	K,	Kang	D,	Kasuga	Y,	Kerin	MJ,	Khan	S,	
Khusnutdinova	E,	Kiiski	JI,	Kim	SW,	Knight	JA,	Kosma	VM,	Kristensen	VN,	Krüger	U,	
Kwong	A,	Lambrechts	D,	Le	Marchand	L,	Lee	E,	Lee	MH,	Lee	JW,	Neng	Lee	C,	
Lejbkowicz	F,	Li	J,	Lilyquist	J,	Lindblom	A,	Lissowska	J,	Lo	WY,	Loibl	S,	Long	J,	
Lophatananon	A,	Lubinski	J,	Luccarini	C,	Lux	MP,	Ma	ESK,	MacInnis	RJ,	Maishman	T,	
Makalic	E,	Malone	KE,	Kostovska	IM,	Mannermaa	A,	Manoukian	S,	Manson	JE,	
Margolin	S,	Mariapun	S,	Martinez	ME,	Matsuo	K,	Mavroudis	D,	McKay	J,	McLean	C,	
Meijers-Heijboer	H,	Meindl	A,	Menéndez	P,	Menon	U,	Meyer	J,	Miao	H,	Miller	N,	Taib	
NAM,	Muir	K,	Mulligan	AM,	Mulot	C,	Neuhausen	SL,	Nevanlinna	H,	Neven	P,	Nielsen	
SF,	Noh	DY,	Nordestgaard	BG,	Norman	A,	Olopade	OI,	Olson	JE,	Olsson	H,	Olswold	C,	
Orr	N,	Pankratz	VS,	Park	SK,	Park-Simon	TW,	Lloyd	R,	Perez	JIA,	Peterlongo	P,	Peto	J,	
Phillips	KA,	Pinchev	M,	Plaseska-Karanfilska	D,	Prentice	R,	Presneau	N,	Prokofyeva	D,	
Pugh	E,	Pylkäs	K,	Rack	B,	Radice	P,	Rahman	N,	Rennert	G,	Rennert	HS,	Rhenius	V,	
Romero	A,	Romm	J,	Ruddy	KJ,	Rüdiger	T,	Rudolph	A,	Ruebner	M,	Rutgers	EJT,	
Saloustros	E,	Sandler	DP,	Sangrajrang	S,	Sawyer	EJ,	Schmidt	DF,	Schmutzler	RK,	
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Schneeweiss	A,	Schoemaker	MJ,	Schumacher	F,	Schürmann	P,	Scott	RJ,	Scott	C,	Seal	S,	
Seynaeve	C,	Shah	M,	Sharma	P,	Shen	CY,	Sheng	G,	Sherman	ME,	Shrubsole	MJ,	Shu	XO,	
Smeets	A,	Sohn	C,	Southey	MC,	Spinelli	JJ,	Stegmaier	C,	Stewart-Brown	S,	Stone	J,	
Stram	DO,	Surowy	H,	Swerdlow	A,	Tamimi	R,	Taylor	JA,	Tengström	M,	Teo	SH,	Beth	
Terry	M,	Tessier	DC,	Thanasitthichai	S,	Thöne	K,	Tollenaar	RAEM,	Tomlinson	I,	Tong	L,	
Torres	D,	Truong	T,	Tseng	CC,	Tsugane	S,	Ulmer	HU,	Ursin	G,	Untch	M,	Vachon	C,	van	
Asperen	CJ,	Van	Den	Berg	D,	van	den	Ouweland	AMW,	van	der	Kolk	L,	van	der	Luijt	RB,	
Vincent	D,	Vollenweider	J,	Waisfisz	Q,	Wang-Gohrke	S,	Weinberg	CR,	Wendt	C,	
Whittemore	AS,	Wildiers	H,	Willett	W,	Winqvist	R,	Wolk	A,	Wu	AH,	Xia	L,	Yamaji	T,	
Yang	XR,	Har	Yip	C,	Yoo	KY,	Yu	JC,	Zheng	W,	Zheng	Y,	Zhu	B,	Ziogas	A,	Ziv	E;	ABCTB	
Investigators;	ConFab/AOCS	Investigators,	Lakhani	SR,	Antoniou	AC,	Droit	A,	Andrulis	
IL,	Amos	CI,	Couch	FJ,	Pharoah	PDP,	Chang-Claude	J,	Hall	P,	Hunter	DJ,	Milne	RL,	
García-Closas	M,	Schmidt	MK,	Chanock	SJ,	Dunning	AM,	Edwards	SL,	Bader	GD,	
Chenevix-Trench	G,	Simard	J,	Kraft	P,	Easton	DF.	Association	analysis	identifies	65	new	
breast	cancer	risk	loci.	Nature.	2017	Oct	23.	doi:	10.1038/nature24284.	PMID:	
29059683.	

2. Ovarian	Tumor	Tissue	Analysis	(OTTA)	Consortium,	Goode	EL,	Block	MS,	Kalli	KR,	
Vierkant	RA,	Chen	W,	Fogarty	ZC,	Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Toloczko	A,	Hein	A,	Bouligny	AL,	
Jensen	A,	Osorio	A,	Hartkopf	AD,	Ryan	A,	Chudecka-Glaz	A,	Magliocco	AM,	Hartmann	
A,	Jung	AY,	Gao	B,	Hernandez	BY,	Fridley	BL,	McCauley	BM,	Kennedy	CJ,	Wang	C,	
Karpinskyj	C,	de	Sousa	CB,	Tiezzi	DG,	Wachter	DL,	Herpel	E,	Taran	FA,	Modugno	F,	
Nelson	G,	Lubinski	J,	Menkiszak	J,	Alsop	J,	Lester	J,	García-Donas	J,	Nation	J,	Hung	J,	
Palacios	J,	Rothstein	JH,	Kelley	JL,	de	Andrade	JM,	Robles-Díaz	L,	Intermaggio	MP,	
Widschwendter	M,	Beckmann	MW,	Ruebner	M,	Jimenez-Linan	M,	Singh	N,	Oszurek	O,	
Harnett	PR,	Rambau	PF,	Sinn	P,	Wagner	P,	Ghatage	P,	Sharma	R,	Edwards	RP,	Ness	RB,	
Orsulic	S,	Brucker	SY,	Johnatty	SE,	Longacre	TA,	Eilber	U,	McGuire	V,	Sieh	W,	Natanzon	
Y,	Li	Z,	Whittemore	AS,	deFazio	A,	Staebler	A,	Karlan	BY,	Gilks	B,	Bowtell	DD,	Høgdall	E,	
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6	 14th	Oct	
2016	

Clinical	Academic	Careers	–	a	view	from	the	ground,	LERU	Research	
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2016,	Susesi	Hotel,	Antalya,	Turkey	



	 60	

No	 Date	 Details	
15	 20th	Jun	

2016	
Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer	–	update	from	UK	trials,	RCOG	World	
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2016	

UK	Collaborative	Trial	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	(UKCTOCS),	Ovarian	
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Mortality	outcomes	of	the	UK	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	programme	
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20	 3rd	Mar	
2016	

UKCTOCS	–	the	benefits	and	harms	of	ovarian	cancer	screening,	Annual	
Academic	Meeting	–	Joint	RCOG/BBRS	Meeting	RCOG,	London,	UK	

21	 29th	Feb	
2016	

Current	role	of	symptom	awareness,	OvSTAT	Event:		Ovarian	Cancer	
Tool	Seminar,	Park	Plaza	Cardiff,	Wales,	UK	

22	 25th	Feb	
2016	

Plenary	lecture:	Ovarian	cancer	screening,	Northern	Sweden	
Gynecologic	Society,	Umeå	University,	Sweden	

23	 8th	Feb	
2016	

Update	on	the	UKCTOCS	trial:		Compliance,	performance	of	MMS	&	USS	
arms,	stage	distribution,	After	UKCTOCS:		Public	Messaging	on	
Screening	and	Early	Detection	of	Ovarian	Cancer,	Banbury	Center,	Cold	
Spring	Harbor	Laboratory,	USA	

24	 25th	Nov	
2015	

UKCTOCS	update,	RCOG	Annual	Professional	Development	Conference,	
RCOG,	UK	

25	 4th	Nov	
2015	

Ovarian	Cancer	screening	–	update	from	the	UK	trials,	2015	NCRI	Cancer	
Conference,	Liverpool,	UK	

26	 27th	Oct	
2015	

Management	of	Ovarian	Cancer	risk,	19th	International	Meeting	of	the	
European	Society	of	Gynaecological	Oncology	Nice,	France	

27	 19th	Oct	
2015	

Plenary	lecture:		Ovarian	cancer	screening,	AACR	Advances	in	Ovarian	
Cancer	Research:	Exploiting	Vulnerabilities,	17	–	20	Oct	2015,	Orlando,	
Florida,	USA	

28	 8th	Oct	
2015	

Ovarian	cancer	screening	–	role	of	biomarkers,	4th	Biomarkers	in	
Diagnoscs,	Berlin,	Germany	

29	 31st	May	
2015	

Early	Ovarian	Cancer:	Can	We	Find	It,	Can	We	Stop	It,	Can	We	Afford	It?	
2015	American	Society	of	Clinical	Oncology	Annual	Meeting,	Chicago,	
USA	

30	 17th	Apr	
2015	

The	UKCTOCS	and	UKFOCSS	trials	–	what	have	we	learnt	so	far?	2nd	
International	Ovarian	Tumor	Analysis	Congress	(IOTA	2015),	Leuven,	
Belgium	
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No	 Date	 Details	
31	 27th	Feb	

2015	
Ovarian	Cancer	screening	–	any	progress?		Oncology	in	obstetrics	and	
gynaecology	–	“State	of	the	art”,	Royal	Society	of	Medicine,	London,	UK	

32	 19th	Nov	
2014	

Debate:		Place	of	prophylactic	salpingectomy	during	routine	
hysterectomy	for	benign	indications,	RCOG,	London,	UK	

33	 13th	Sep	
2014	

Familial	risk	and	its	management,	ESGO	State	of	the	Art	Conference	–	
Follow-up	in	gynaecological	malignancies,	Torino,	Italy	

34	 12th	Sep	
2014	

Familial	risk	and	its	management,	ESGO	–	Follow-up	in	gynaecological	
malignancies,	Torino,	Italy	

35	 8th	Sep	
2014	

Keynote	Lecture:		Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer:	The	Way	Forward,	10th	
Biennial	Ovarian	Cancer	Research	Symposium,	Seattle,	USA	

36	 13th	Jul	
2014	

Managing	familial	gynaecological	cancer	risk,	Association	of	
Gynaecologic	Oncologists	of	India	(AGOI)	annual	meeting,	Bangalore,	
India	

37	 Ovarian	cancer	screening,	AGOI	Annual	meeting,	Bangalore,	India	
38	 27th	Jun	

2014	
Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Biennial	Ovarian	Cancer	Symposium,	
National	University	of	Singapore,	Singapore	

39	 8th	May	
2014	

Ovarian	and	endometrial	ultrasound	cancer	screening,	23rd	European	
Congress	of	Obstetrics	and	Gynaecology	(EBCOG	2014),	Glasgow,	
Scotland	

40	 25th	Apr	
2014	

The	evolution	of	invasive	epithelial	ovarian	cancer	–	Insights	from	
UKCTOCS,	BSGI,	Annual	Scientific	Meeting,	RCOG,	London,	UK	

41	 29th	Mar	
2014	

Singapore	Lecture:	Managing	Ovarian	Cancer	Risk	RCOG	World	
Congress	2014,	Hyderabad,	India	

42	 18th	Jan	
2014	

Ovarian	cancer	symptoms	-	where	to	set	the	bar?		39th	Annual	
Conference	of	The	Bengal	Obstetric	&	Gynaecological	Society,	Kolkata,	
India	

43	 30th	Nov	
2013	

Genes,	lifestyle	and	risk	of	ovarian	cancer,	Ranbaxy	Science	
Foundation's	30th	Round	Table	Conference	on	'Lifestyle	and	Cancer	
with	focus	on	Cancer	Prevention',	All	India	Institute	of	Medical	Sciences,	
New	Delhi,	India	

44	 29th	Nov	
2013	

Keynote	lecture:	Ovarian	cancer	screening,	46th	Dr	Subodh	Mitra	
Memorial	Oration,	Bengal	Obstetric	&	Gynaecological	Society,	
Chittaranjan	Seva	Sadan	College	of	Obstetrics,	Kolkata,	India	

45	 22nd	Nov	
2013	

Ovarian	cancer	screening,	Indian	Cancer	Congress	Annual	Meeting,	
New	Delhi,	India	

46	 24th	Oct	
2013	

Time	series	algorithms	–	what	can	we	learn	from	UKCTOCS?		Ovarian	
Cancer:		Developing	Research-Based	Public	Messaging	on	Early	
Detection	and	Screening,	Cold	Spring	Harbour,	New	York,	USA	

47	 21st	Oct	
2013	

Clinical	Trials	–	management	and	implementation,	18th	International	
Meeting	ESGO,	Liverpool,	UK	
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No	 Date	 Details	
48	 3rd	Oct	

2013	
Screening	for	ovarian	cancer	–	New	insights,	future	directions,	
Gynaecological	Visiting	Society	(GVS),	London,	UK	

49	 25th	Sep	
2013	

Screening	for	ovarian	cancer,	Annual	General	Meeting,	The	Royal	
Society	of	Medicine,	London,	UK	

50	 7th	Sep	
2013	

Screening	for	ovarian	cancer	–	new	insights,	future	direction,	Indo-UK	
Oncology	Summit,	Chennai,	India	

51	 11th	Apr	
2013	

Rethinking	screening	strategies	for	ovarian	cancer,	Nordic	Society	of	
Gynecologic	Oncology	(NSGO)	Annual	Meeting	2013,	Stockholm,	
Sweden	

52	 15th	Mar	
2013	

Update	from	the	UKCTOCS	Trial,	Annual	Scientific	Meeting	–	Joint	
RCOG/BSGI,	RCOG,	London,	UK	

53	 5th	Nov	
2012	

Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	–	the	future,	8th	NCRI	Cancer	Conference,	
Liverpool,	UK	

54	 5th	Jul	
2012	

Screening	for	ovarian	cancer	–	new	insights,	future	directions,	BGCS,	The	
QEII	Conference	Centre,	London,	UK	

55	 30th	Nov	
2011	

Quo	Vadis?	–	Biomarker	discovery	for	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	
Consensus	Workshop	and	Changing	the	clinical	paradigm	for	ovarian	
cancer	–	insights	from	UKCTOCS,	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Conference,	
The	Royal	College	of	Physicians,	London,	UK	

56	 29th	Nov	
2011	

General	population	screening	–	current	status	and	insights	from	the	
trials:		UKCTOCS,	International	Conference	on	Ovarian	Cancer	
Screening,	London,	UK	

57	 18th	Nov	
2011	

Morbidity	in	Gynaecoligical	Oncology	–	United	Kingdom	Gynaecological	
Oncology	Surgical	Outcomes	and	Complications	(UKGOSOC),	BGCS	
Autumn	Scientific	Meeting,	Birmingham,	UK	

58	 10th	Sep	
2011	

Screening	for	ovarian	and	endometrial	cancer,	9th	Congress	of	the	
European	Society	of	Gynecology,	Copenhagen,	Denmark	

59	 10th	Sep	
2011	

Effect	of	screening	on	ovarian	cancer	mortality,	ASCO	11th	annual	
Meeting,	Chicago,	USA	

60	 3rd	Jun	
2011	

Surgery,	Co-morbidity	and	Complications;	Preliminary	data	from	United	
Kingdom	Gynaecological	Oncology	Surgical	Outcomes	and	
Complications,	BGCS	meeting,	Cardiff,	UK	

61	 19th	May	
2011	

Ultrasound	scanning	accuracy	in	UKCTOCS,	BSGI,	Royal	College	of	
Obstetricians	and	Gynaecologists	London,	UK	

62	 16th	Jan	
2011	

Serial	CA125	can	detect	ovarian	cancer	in	the	absence	of	ultrasound	
abnormalities,	Helene	Harris	Memorial	Trust	12th	International	Forum	
on	Ovarian	Cancer,	Hallandale,	Florida,	USA	

63	 23rd	Sep	
2010	

UKCTOCS	–	an	update,	13th	Biennial	IGCS	Meeting,	Prague,	Czech	
Republic	
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No	 Date	 Details	
64	 6th	Sep	

2010	
Biomarkers	for	Screening	and	Early	Detection	of	Ovarian	Cancer,	38th	
International	Society	for	Oncodevelopmental	Biology	Meeting,	
Munich,	Germany	

65	 6th	Jun	
2010	

High	Risk	Ovarian	cancer	Screening:		Is	It	Useful?	ASGO	Annual	Meeting,	
Chicago,	USA	

66	 15th	Apr	
2010	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer	–	Biochemical	Markers	or	Ultrasound,	Joint	
RCOG/BSGI	Meeting	and	Workshop,	London,	UK	

67	 27th	Feb	
2010	

Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	–	Risk	Management,	AICC	RCOG	25th	Annual	
Conference,	Kolkata,	India	

68	 25th	Feb	
2010	

Interactive	case	discussions	with	Cytology,	colposcopy	&	histology	co-
relation,	and	unedited	video	presentation,	AICC	RCOG	25th	Annual	
Conference,	Kolkata,	India	

69	 11th	Feb	
2010	

Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Current	Trials	and	Unanswered	Questions,	
Ovarian	Cancer	Research	Forum,	RCOG,	London,	UK	

70	 14th	Jan	
2010	

Better	outcomes	for	Ovarian	Cancer	Generating	the	evidence,	8th	CMC	
Winter	Symposium	Evidence	for	Better	Health,	Christian	Medical	
College,	Vellore,	India	

71	 23rd	Jul	
2009	

Does	serum	CA125	hold	the	key	to	decreasing	deaths	from	ovarian	
cancer?		10th	International	Mucin	Meeting,	Cambridge,	UK	

72	 8th	Jun	
2009	

The	prevalence	screen	in	UKCTOCS,	Early	Origins	of	Ovarian	Cancer	
Symposium,	Norris	Cancer	Centre,	Los	Angeles,	USA	

73	 29th	Nov	
2008	

Ovarian	Cancer	Symptoms	–	where	to	set	the	bar,	Annual	meeting	of	
Sexual	Health,	London,	UK	

74	 4th	Sep	
2008	

The	prevalence	screen	in	the	United	Kingdom	Collaborative	Trial	of	
Ovarian	Cancer	Screening,	7th	Biennial	Ovarian	Cancer	Research	
Symposium,	Seattle,	USA	

75	 20th	May	
2008	

Clinical	aspects	of	ovarian	cancer	and	current	markers,	FOCUS	2008	
Annual	National	Meeting	of	the	Association	of	Clinical	Biochemistry,	
Birmingham,	UK	

76	 12th	Apr	
2008	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	2nd	World	Congress,	International	Society	
for	Mild	Approaches	to	Assisted	Reproduction,	London,	UK	

77	 8th	Apr	
2008	

Ovarian	Cancer	Symptoms	–	Studies	underway	in	the	UK,	Ovarian	Cancer	
Consensus	Meeting,	RCOG,	London,	UK	

78	 7th	Apr	
2008	

The	State	of	Art	in	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening,	Innovations	and	progress	
in	Healthcare	for	Women,	1st	International	Conference	of	the	UCL	
Institute	for	Women’s	Health,	London,	UK	

79	 5th	Oct	
2007	

The	relevance	of	screening	clinical	trials	and	their	potential	effect	on	the	
participants,	Clinical	Research	Nurses	Association	Annual	Conference,	
Canterbury,	UK	
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No	 Date	 Details	
80	 17th	Sep	

2007	
Managing	Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	Risk,	British	Human	Genetics	Society	
Annual	Conference,	York,	UK	

81	 22nd	Jun	
2007	

Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Can	we	Save	Lives?		Christian	Medical	College	
Alumni	Association	Annual	Meeting,	Iowa,	USA	

82	 2nd	Jun	
2007	

Lead	Discussant:		Screening	and	Management	of	Early	Stage	Ovarian	
Cancer,	ASCO	Annual	meeting,	Chicago,	USA	

83	 18th	Apr	
2007	

Ovarian	Cancer	Screening,	Royal	College	of	Radiologists	Screening	Day,	
London,	UK	

84	 17th	May	
2007	

Update	on	UKCTOCS	Trial,	Female	Malignancies	–	Imaging,	Screening,	
Managing	Treatment	Meeting,	Institute	of	Physics,	London,	UK	

85	 14th	Dec	
2006	

Ultrasound	screening	for	ovarian	cancer,	38th	Annual	Scientific	Meeting	
British	Medical	Ultrasound	Society,	RCOG,	London,	UK	

86	 24th	Oct	
2005	

UKCTOCS:		Design	And	Characteristics	of	the	Study	Population,	Ovarian	
Cancer	Symposium,	Pittsburgh,	USA	

87	 20th	May	
2004	

Will	ovarian	cancer	screening	save	lives?		25th	Anniversary	Meeting	
BGCS,	London,	UK	

88	 5th	Dec	
2003	

Screening	for	Sporadic	Ovarian	Cancer,	13th	Annual	Meeting	in	Honour	
of	Professor	Per	Kolstad,	Norwegian	Radium	Hospital,	Oslo,	Norway	

89	 15th	Oct	
2003	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer	–	Current	Trials,	Annual	Joint	Gynaecology	
Oncology	Meeting,	Institute	of	Molecular	Medicine,	Oxford,	UK	

90	 8th	Sep	
2003	

Screening	Studies	–	UKCTOCS	/	UKFOCSS,	Joint	National	Conference	of	
the	National	Cancer	Research	Network	and	British	Oncology	Data	
Manager's	Association,	University	of	Nottingham,	UK	

91	 27th	Mar	
2003	

Current	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Trials,	Helene	Harris	Memorial	Trust	
Meeting,	Stratford	on	Avon,	UK	

92	 8th	Jan	
2003	

Progress	in	Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	All	India	Congress	of	
Obstetrics	and	Gynaecology,	Bangalore,	India	

93	 7th	Apr	
2003	

Prevalence	screening	for	ovarian	cancer	using	Risk	of	Ovarian	Cancer	
Algorithm,	ESGO	Meeting,	Brussels,	Belgium	

94	 19th	Sep	
2002	

Ovarian	cancer	screening,	4th	Ovarian	Cancer	Research	Symposium,	
Swedish	Medical	Centre,	Seattle,	USA	

95	 17th	Jul	
2002	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Key	Advances	in	the	Effective	
Management	of	Ovarian	Cancer,	Royal	College	of	Physicians,	London,	
UK	

96	 17th	Jun	
2002	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Annual	Meeting	of	the	European	Society	
of	Urogenital	Radiology,	Genoa,	Italy	
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No	 Date	 Details	
97	 7th	Nov	

2001	
Sonography	in	ovarian	cancer	screenin	–	Review	and	update	of	ongoing	
trials,	4th	Annual	International	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Meeting,	
Fred	Hutchinson	Cancer	Research	Center,	Seattle,	USA	

98	 6th	Mar	
2001	

Developments	in	screening	and	preoperative	diagnosis	of	ovarian	
cancer,	Regional	Scientific	Meeting	of	Association	of	Clinical	
Biochemists,	Edinburgh,	UK	

99	 9th	Sep	
2000	

Risk	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Algorithm	(ROCA)	for	the	Early	Detection	of	
Ovarian	Cancer,	XXVIII	International	Society	for	Oncodevelopmental	
Biology	Meeting,	Munich,	Germany	

100	 10th	Nov	
2000	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	National	Screening	Committee	Meeting	
on	Screening	for	late	onset	genetic	disorders	–	breast	ovarian	cancer,	
Cardiff,	UK	

	
PATENTS	
	
European	Patent	No:	EP10178345.4	
File	Date:	 	 22/09/2010	
Applicant:	 	 Institute	of	Molecular	Biotechnology	GmbH	(IMBA)	
Title:	 Breast	Cancer	Diagnostics:		This	describes	the	implications	of	RANKL	

inhibition	in	prevention	of	hormone	driven	breast	cancer.	
Inventors:	 	 Widschwendter,	Jacobs,	Menon,	Penninger,	Schett	and	Schramek.	
	
RESEARCH	SUMMARY	
	
The	main	focus	of	my	research	to	date	is	risk	prediction,	screening	and	early	detection	of	
cancer	with	a	particular	focus	on	gynaecological	malignancies.		The	core	of	the	work	is	
related	to	ovarian	cancer.		The	research	has	involved	widespread	collaborations	with	groups	
in	the	UK,	USA,	Europe	and	Australia.		Some	of	the	key	areas	are:	
	
A.	OVARIAN	CANCER	SCREENING	
	
General	population	–	UK	Collaborative	Trial	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	(UKCTOCS):	
Role	–	Co-Principal	Investigator	and	Trial	Co-ordinator	main	trial		
Chief	Investigator	for	extended	follow-up	
	
UKCTOCS	is	the	largest	individual	randomised	controlled	trial	(RCT)	ever	undertaken	that	we	
are	aware	of.		It	is	at	the	heart	of	sustained	efforts	to	impact	on	ovarian	cancer	mortality	
through	earlier	diagnosis.		The	trial	has	involved	1.2	million	invitations,	202,638	participants,	
673,765	annual	screens	between	2001-2011	and	2.2	million	women-years	of	follow-up.		At	
censorship	on	31st	December	2014,	there	was	a	significant	stage	shift	but	the	mortality	
reduction	was	not	definitive	as	the	effect	size	at	15%	was	smaller	than	anticipated.		
Extended	follow-up	in	now	underway	till	31st	Dec	2018.		The	outcome	of	this	trial	will	affect	
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practice	throughout	the	world	and	will	determine	whether	the	UK	has	an	ovarian	screening	
programme	akin	to	breast	and	cervical	screening.	
	
High-risk	population	–	UK	Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Study	(UK	FOCSS):	
Role	–	Co-Investigator	
	
This	is	the	largest	screening	study	undertaken	in	women	at	risk	of	familial	ovarian	cancer	
due	to	a	genetic	predisposition.		The	aim	is	to	optimise	screening.		Over	5,700	high-risk	
women	were	recruited	and	screened	through	47	trial	centres	between	2002-2011.		The	
results	published	in	2017	show	that	4	monthly	multimodal	screening	can	result	in	detection	
of	earlier	stage	and	lower	volume	disease	with	significant	higher	rates	of	cytoreducton	at	
surgery.		Results	are	being	evaluated	by	independent	bodies	and	will	determine	how	high-
risk	women	are	managed	in	the	UK	and	elsewhere.	
	
B.	IMPROVING	CANCER	RISK	PREDICTION	
	
Improved	risk	prediction	strategies	are	crucial	to	targeting	the	prevention	and	screening	
efforts.		My	work	in	this	area	has	involved:	
	
UK	Ovarian	Cancer	Population	Study	(UKOPS):		Role	–	Principal	Investigator	
This	is	a	10-centre	biobanking	study	where	high	quality	biological	samples	and	detailed	
epidemiological	data	was	collected	from	1,200	women	with	ovarian	cancer	and	2,500	
healthy	controls	to	better	understand	risk	factors	for	the	disease	and	explore	biomarkers.		
This	cohort	is	one	of	the	largest		in	the	OCAC	and	has	contributed	to	over	80	publications	to	
date.	
	
Exploring	genetic	and	epigenetic	risk:		Role	–	Founding	member	Ovarian	Cancer	
Association	Consortium	(OCAC)	
As	part	of	this	international	collaborative	effort,	now	involving	76	studies	from	around	the	
world,	numerous	analyses	have	been	completed	with	more	underway	to	identify	single	
nucleotide	gene	polymorphisms	and	gene	environment	interactions	that	increase	risk	of	
ovarian	cancer	in	the	general	population.		My	team	has	contributed	to	OVER	75	papers	
many	in	leading	journals,	including	the	first	genome	wide	association	study	for	ovarian	
cancer.	
	
Building	new	risk	prediction	algorithms	–	PROMISE:			Role	–	Co-Investigator	
A	collaborative	multidisciplinary	CRUK	programme	is	underway	to	build	new	risk	and	
screening	ovarian	cancer	algorithms	for	both	general	and	high-risk	populations,	using	the	
data	collected	in	the	course	of	UKCTOCS.	I	lead	the	work	stream	on	screening	and	novel	
biomarkers.	Novel	markers	and	new	longitudinal	algorithms	have	been	discovered	and	
multiple	publications	are	being	drafted.	
	
Improving	implementation	of	current	risk	prediction	strategies	–	Genetic	Cancer	
Prediction	through	Population	Screening	(GCaPPS):		Role	–	Co-Investigator	
Currently	individuals	at	high-risk	of	cancer	are	identified	by	their	family	history.		The	current	
strategy	however	misses	a	proportion	of	high-risk	individuals.		GCaPPS	is	a	RCT	where	
Ashkenazi	Jewish	individuals	were	randomised	to	population	testing	for	BRCA	gene	(study	
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arm)	versus	testing	based	on	family	history	(standard	arm).		It	has	shown	definitively	that	in	
populations	with	high	prevalence	of	BRCA	mutations,	population	testing	does	not	cause	
psychological	harm,	identifies	more	carriers	at	risk	and	is	highly	cost-effective.		Additionally,	
DVD	based	counselling	was	found	to	be	non-inferior,	time	efficient	and	cost-saving	
compared	to	standard	genetic	counselling.		It	has	led	to	ongoing	efforts	to	change	the	
current	paradigm	of	family	history	based	testing	in	the	Jewish	population.	
	
C.	BIOBANKING	AND	SECONDARY	STUDIES	
	
Building	and	utilising	trial	biobanks.	Role	–	Principal	Investigator	
I	have	built	a	mega	biorepository	of	high	quality	samples	and	associated	epidemiological,	
clinical	and	long	term	ongoing	follow	up	data	from	th	two	ovarian	cancer	screening	trial	
cohorts	described	above	–	UKCTOCS	(544,808	serum	samples	from	189,452	
postmenopausal	women,	including	median	of	9(IQR	6-10)	annual	serum	samples	from	
50,262)	and	UKFOCSS	(76915	samples	from	5000	high	risk	women	aged	>35)	alongside	the	
multicenter	UKOPS	(11519	samples	from	4,600	women)	collection.	To	date	the	focus	has	been	
on	case	control	studies	to	indentify	and	validate	cancer	biomarkers	and	has	included	18	successful	
grant	applications,	48	research	projects	and	108	peer	reviewed	publications.	However	explicit	
consent	for	secondary	studies,	established	electronic	health	record	linkage	(eHR)	to	national	
cancer,	death	and	hospital	administration	databases	with	the	potential	for	further	
comprehensive	eHR	phenotyping,	provides	the	potential	to	recreate	all	medical	conditions	
and	syndromes	of	relevance	to	women.	Going	forwards	the	aim	is	to	transform	these	banks	
into	biorepositories	for	study	of	chronic	conditions.	Proposals	for	genotyping	of	the	entire	
UKCTOCS	cohort	to	establish	a	platform	for	genomics	enabled	drug	target	identification	and	
discovery	as	well	as	expanding	case-control	studies	for	the	identification/validation	of	
proteomic	and	metabolomics	biomarkers	for	non-cancer	diseases	are	underway.	Utilisation	
of	the	samples	and	sustainability	of	biobanks	is	a	core	interest.	The	UKCTOCS	Biobank	has	
been	the	basis	of	a	UCL	spin-out	company,	Abcodia	Pvt	Ltd.		
	
Facilitating	Cancer	biobanking	in	India:		Role	–	Principal	Investigator	
I	have	led	setting	up	the	of	a	cancer	biobank	at	Tata	Medical	Center	(TMC),	Kolkata,	India	–	a	
tertiary	cancer	hospital	serving	the	east	and	northeast	of	India	to	enable	collection	of	high	
quality	biological	samples	and	detailed	epidemiological	and	clinical	data	from	patients.	The	
work	has	involved	setting	up	the	bank	with	dedicated	core	staff,	standard	protocols,	ethical	
approval,	specialised	biobanking	software,	sample	processing	laboratory	and	a	cryofacility.	I	
facilitated	training	of	the	biobank	officer	who	spent	time	with	my	UCL	team,	as	well	as	
visited	the	Royal	Free	and	Manchester	biobanks.	The	aim	is	for	local	PIs	to	use	the	bank	for	
their	research	and	over	the	last	three	years	multiple	groups	–	gynaecological	oncology,	
breast,	paediatric	oncology,	head	and	neck	–	have	used	it	to	bank	over	1000	samples	for	
their	research	projects	and	to	support	their	grant	applications.	The	bank	is	overseen	on	a	
day-to-day	basis	by	a	Biobank	Oversight	Committee.		I	worked	with	the	local	team	to	
organise	a	cancer	Biobank	Workshop	in	Kolkata,	held	from	12th	–	13th	January	2017.	The	plan	
is	for	me	in	2018	to	hand	over	full	governance	of	the	bank	to	the	TMC	faculty.	
	
D.	DISCOVERY	AND	VALIDATION	OF	NEW	CANCER	BIOMARKERS	
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A	number	of	studies	are	underway	in	collaboration	with	glycobiology,	proteomics	and	
epigenetics	groups	both	within	UCL,	as	well	as	nationally	and	internationally	using	a	variety	
of	technologies	to	discover	and	validate	novel	cancer	biomarkers	and	algorithms.		All	use	
samples	and	data	from	the	team	biobanks	–	UKCTOCS,	UK	FOCSS	and	UKOPS.		Currently	the	
focus	is	on	discovery	and	validation	of	markers	in	ovary,	breast,	lung,	colon	and	pancreas.		
The	work	involves	both	academic	collaborations	and	in	the	case	of	UKCTOCS,	industrial	
collaoborations	led	by	Abcodia	(details	below).		
	
E.	EARLIER	DIAGNOSIS	OF	CANCER	THROUGH	BETTER	
UNDERSTANDING	OF	SYMPTOMS	
	
Delays	and	misdiagnosis	of	persistent	non-specific	symptoms	are	recurring	themes	in	many	
common	cancers.		Work	to	date	has	involved:	
	
Ovarian	cancer	symptoms:		Role	–	Principal	Investigator	
A	nested	case	control	study	in	UKOPS	involving	patient	questionnaire	and	telephone	
interviews,	as	well	as	GP	notes	review	of	symptoms	in	women	with	newly	diagnosed	with	
ovarian	cancer.	
	
Prospective	study	of	ovarian	cancer	symptoms:		Role	–	Principal	Investigator	
In	the	UKCTOCS	cohort	100,000	apparently	healthy	postmenopausal	women	were	invited	to	
report	on	a	week’s	symptoms	and	are	being	followed	up	prospectively	to	determine	cancer	
diagnosis.	Data	analysis	is	planned	for	2018.	
	
Detailed	analysis	of	ovarian	cancer	symptoms	and	routes	to	diagnosis	in	a	population	
based	cohort	–	the	control	arm	of	UKCTOCS:		Role	–	Principal	Investigator	
Detailed	data	on	all	women	diagnosed	with	ovarian	cancer	in	the	course	of	the	trial	have	
been	retrieved	and	collated.		Data	analysis	is	underway.	
	
International	Cancer	Benchmarking	Partnership	(ICBP)	Module	4:		Role	–	Co-Chair	
The	ICBP	is	a	unique	and	innovative	international	partnership	of	clinicians,	academics	and	
policymakers	seeking	to	determine	how	cancer	survival	varies	between	countries	which	
spend	similar	amounts	on	health	and	to	explore	reasons	that	could	explain	any	differences.		
Module	4	is	a	prospective	survey	of	8,000	newly	diagnosed	patients	with	bowel,	lung,	breast	
and	ovarian	cancer	to	determine	root	causes	of	delay	in	diagnosis	and	treatment	across	ten	
jurisdictions	in	Canada,	Australia,	Norway,	Sweden,	Denmark	and	the	UK.		Data	analysis	is	
complete	and	a	series	of	publications	are	in	the	process	of	being	submittd.	It	is	likely	that	
these	will	have	a	significant	impact	on	the	patient	pathways	in	the	jurisdictions	that	
participated.	
	
F.	 IMPROVING	DELIVERY	OF	GYNAECOLOGICAL	ONCOLOGY	IN	UK	
	
UK	Gynaecological	Oncology	Surgery	Outcomes	and	Complications	(UKGOSOC):	
Role	–	Principal	Investigator	
This	was	a	prospective	study	of	outcomes	following	major	gynaecological	oncology	surgery	
involving	10	NHS	Trusts	during	2009	–	2011.		Data	was	collected	on	3,000	operations	using	
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web	based	data	entry	on	to	a	central	bespoke	management	system	with	individual	follow	up	
of	patients	to	document	any	morbidity	not	captured	by	the	clinical	teams.		Complication	
rates	for	benchmarking	surgery	were	published,	as	well	as	models	for	comparing	centres.	
	
Short	term	ovarian	cancer	mortality:		Role	–	Co-Investigator	
Factors	associated	with	excess	mortality	in	the	first	year	after	diagnosis	of	primary	invasive	
epithelial	ovarian,	tubal	and	primary	peritoneal	cancer	were	investigated	using	routinely	
collected	national	data	for	patients	diagnosed	in	England	in	2008	–	2010.		Our	results	
supported	the	need	to	increase	symptom	awareness,	promote	timely	general	practitioner	
referral	and	optimise	diagnostic	and	early	treatment	pathways	within	secondary	care	to	
increase	access	to	treatment	for	these	women.	
	
EDUCATION	
	
HIGHER	RESEARCH	DEGREES	-	SUPERVISION	
	
Name	 Degree,	date	awarded,	

university,	submission	due	
Supervisory	
role	

Funding	

Mr	Matthew	Izett	 MD(Res)	ongoing,	UCL,	
submission	due	2021	

Primary	
	

Self	

Mr	Darren	Thomas	 PhD	ongoing,	UCL,	
submission	due	Nov	2018	

Primary	 MRC	Case	PhD	
Studentship	

Ms	Lindsay	Fraser	 PhD	ongoing,	UCL,	
submission	due	Sep	2020	

Primary	 Women’s	Cancer,	
UCL	

Dr	Paul	Trembling	 PhD	ongoing,	UCL,	
submission	due	2020	

Secondary	 Self	

Dr	Will	Stott	 PhD,	Nov	2016,	UCL	 Primary	 The	Eve	Appeal	grant	
Dr	Rema	Iyer	 MD(Res),	Apr	2016,	UCL	 Primary	 Women’s	Cancer,	

UCL	
Dr	Stephanie	Smits	 PhD,	Sep	2014,	Cardiff	

University	
Tertiary	 MRC	/	Cardiff	

University	
Dr	Emma	Low	 PhD,	Sep	2013,	UCL	 Tertiary	 IMPACT	PhD	

Studentship	
Dr	Aarti	Sharma	 PhD,	Sep	2013,	UCL	 Primary	 MRC	grant	
Dr	Ranjit	
Manchanda	

PhD,	Aug	2013,	UCL	 Secondary	 The	Eve	Appeal	grant	

Dr	Evangelia-
Ourania	Fourkala	

PhD,	Dec	2010,	UCL	 Primary	 MRC	PhD	Studentship	

Dr	Penny	Allen	 PhD,	Feb	2010,	UCL	 Primary	 MRC	PhD	Studentship	
Dr	Anita	Lim	 PhD,	Jun	2009,	QMUL	 Secondary	 CRUK	
	
I	have	also	supervised	two	MSc	dissertation	projects.	
	
HIGHER	RESEARCH	DEGREES	-	EXAMINATION	
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Date	 Name	 Degree	 Title	 University	
25th	Nov	
2016	

Thangesweran	
Ayakannu	

PhD	 Investigation	of	
endocannabinoid	system	
signalling	pathways	and	their	
regulations	in	endometrial	
carcinoma	

University	of	
Leicester,	UK	

19th	Feb	
2016	

Laura	King	 PhD	 Investigating	the	
transformative	potential	of	
different	TP53	mutations	in	cell	
line	models	of	early	high-grade	
serous	ovarian	cancer	

Queen	Mary	
University	of	
London,	UK	

16th	Apr	
2015	

Jeroen	Kaijser	 PhD	 Towards	an	evidence-based	
approach	for	diagnosis	and	
management	of	adnexal	
masses	

Katholieke	
Universiteit	
Leuven,	Belgium	

6th	Dec	
2010	

Evelien	Vaes	 PhD	 Mathematical	models	for	
differential	diagnosis	of	ovarian	
cancer	

Katholieke	
Universiteit	
Leuven,	Belgium	

1st	Apr	
2010	

Dr	B	J	Hermsen	 PhD	 Risk	profile	of	women	at	
hereditary	high	risk	for	breast	
and	ovarian	cancer	

VU	University,	
Amsterdam,	The	
Netherlands	

31st	Mar	
2009	

Dr	A	Ahmed	 MD	 Tumour	M2-PK,	a	novel	marker	
in	ovarian	cancer	

King’s	College	
London,	UK	

18th	Dec	
2006	

Clare	Allen	 PhD	 Autoantibodies	and	breast	
cancer	

University	of	
Nottingham,	UK	

	
Integrated	Clinical	Academic	Training:		I	oversee	the	research	training	of	the	Academic	
Foundation	Programme	doctors,	Academic	Clinical	Fellows	and	Academic	Clinical	Lecturers	
in	the	IfWH	and	the	appointment	and	assessment	of	the	same	in	the	North	East	and	Central	
London	Deanery.	
	
TAUGHT	COURSES	
	
Undergraduate	teaching:		I	have	always	taught	the	Medical	Students	in	Obstetrics	and	
Gynaecology	and	regularly	examine	on	the	Obs	and	Gynae	Objective	Structured	Clinical	
Examination	at	UCL.		I	also	teach	on	the	iBSc	in	Women’s	Health	and	the	BSc	Population	
Health	programmes.	
	
I	have	had	Medical	Students	working	alongside	the	research	team	on	a	variety	of	projects	
and	they	have	been	co-authors	on	a	number	of	papers.		I	mentor	the	undergraduate	MBBS	
students	and	currently	am	tutor	to	eight	students	(four	each	from	the	5th	and	6th	years.	
	
Postgraduate	teaching:		I	teach	on	a	regular	basis	on	the	IfWH	MSc	Reproductive	Science	
and	Women’s	Health	course	and	am	often	invited	to	teach	on	others	in	the	UK,	such	as	the	
the	Postgraduate	Oncology	MSc,	IfWH	MSc	Breast	and	Reproductive	Cancers	module,	MSc	
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Clinical	Trials	lecture,	IfWH	Director’s	Epidemiological	Study	Design	Lecture	Series,	MSc	
Cancer	Genetics	and	MSc	Population	Health.		I	regulary	mentor	IfWH	MSc	students.	
	
Other	teaching:		I	regularly	contribute	to	teaching	in	a	variety	of	settings	as	outlined	below.	
	
Date	 Title	/	organisation	
20th	Oct	
2017	

Academic	training	and	research,	London	Speciality	School	of	Obstetrics	&	
Gynaecology	ST1	Induction	&	Welcome	Day,	Stewart	House,	London,	UK	

7th	Nov	
2016	

Managing	the	academic	workload,	IfWH	Autumn	Meeting,	UCL	School	of	
Slavonic	and	Eastern	European	Studies,	London,	UK	

2nd	Nov	
2016	

Screening	for	gynaecological	cancer	–	cervical,	endometrial	and	ovarian	
cancer	–	current	knowledge,	challenges	and	future,	BSc	Population	Health	
programme	(Frontiers	of	Knowledge	in	Population	health	module),	Birkbeck	
College,	UCL,	London,	UK	

20th	Oct	
2016	

Lynch	Syndrome	–	management	of	gynaecological	cancer	risk,	London	Cancer	
Gynaecology	Annual	Education	Open	Meeting	2016,	London	Cancer,	London,	
UK	

4th	Oct	
2016	

Timing	and	management	of	RRSO	in	premenopausal	high	risk	women,	London	
Risk	Reducing	Mastectomy	(LRRM)	Multi-Disciplinary	Team	(MDT)	Meeting,	
Great	Omond	Street	Hospital	for	Children	NHS	Foundation	Trust,	London,	UK	

13th	Sep	
2016	

Steps	to	Academic	Success,	11th	Biennial	Ovarian	Cancer	Research	
Symposium,	12	–	13	Sep	2016,	University	of	Washington,	Seattle,	Washington	
DC,	USA	

7th	Apr	
2016	

UKCTOCS	–	ovarian	cancer	screening	trial	results	and	next	steps,	London	
Cancer	Gynaecology	Pathway	Research	Day,	UCLPartners,	London,	UK	

30th	Mar	
2016	

Ovarian	cancer	screening	–	the	long	journey,	Department	of	Biological	
Sciences	Colloquium,	Presidency	University,	Kolkata,	India	

26th	Mar	
2016	

Management	of	women	at	risk	of	ovarian	and	endometrial	cancer,	
Gynaecological	Oncology	for	the	Trainees,	Tata	Medical	Center,	Kolkata,	
India	

21st	Mar	
2016	

Ovarian	cancer	screening	–	the	long	journey,	TALES	Session,	Tata	Medical	
Center,	Kolkata,	India	

27th	Nov	
2015	

Ovarian	cancer	screening:	where	are	we	now?		South	Wales	Gynaecological	
Oncology	Group	–	12th	Educational	Meeting,	Innovations	Hub,	Cardiff,	UK	

25th	Oct	
2015	

Glass	with	the	Expert	session:		Management	of	familial	gynaecological	cancer	
risk,	19th	International	Meeting	ESGO	2015,	Nice,	France	

20th	Oct	
2015	

Mentoring	Roundtable	session:		Becoming	a	successful	clinical	academic,	
AACR	Advances	in	Ovarian	Cancer	Research:	Exploiting	Vulnerabilities,	
Orlando,	USA	

18th	Jun	
2015	

Ovarian	screening	latest	news,	London	Cancer	Gynaecology	Annual	
Education	Open	Meeting,	UCLPartners,	London,	UK	

5th	Feb	
2015	

Risk	reducing	salpingo-oophorectomy	in	BRCA	carriers	–	an	update,	
Gynaecology	and	Breast	Combined	Research	Day,	UCLPartners,	London,	UK	

8th	Sep	
2014	

“Meet	the	Expert”	roundtable	discussion:		Initiating	and	Maintaining	
Collaborations,	10th	Biennial	Ovarian	Cancer	Research	Symposium,	Seattle,	
Washington,	USA	
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Date	 Title	/	organisation	
14th	May	
2010	

Challenges	of	Running	Large	Trials,	OXSFOG	2010,	Wexham	Park	Hospital,	
Slough,	Berkshire,	UK	

27th	Aug	
2009	

Managing	clinical	trials	–	the	UKCTOCS	experience.	Department	of	
Biostatistics	meeting,	Massachusetts	General	Hospital,	Boston,	USA	

19th	Jun	
2008	

Innovative	approaches	to	management	of	clinical	trial	–	the	UKCTOCS	
experience,	Junior	Oncology	Club,	Royal	Society,	London,	UK	

12th	Oct	
2005	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Annual	meeting	of	the	Fothergill	Club,	RCOG,	
London,	UK	

3rd	Jul	
2006	

Innovative	approaches	to	management	of	clinical	trials	–	the	UKCTOCS	
experience,	MRC	Cancer	Clinical	Trials	Unit	Seminar,	London,	UK	

10th	May	
2006	

Innovative	approaches	to	management	of	clinical	trials	–	the	UKCTOCS	
experience,	Public	Health,	Epidemiology	&	Biostatistics	Unit	meeting,	
University	of	Birmingham,	UK	

9th	Mar	
2005	

Ovarian	cancer:	Will	screening	impact	on	mortality?		The	Practical	
Management	of	Ovarian	Cancer	meeting,	Westminster,	London,	UK	

15th	Mar	
2005	

Progress	in	Managing	Ovarian	Cancer,	GP	Masterclass,	London,	UK	

12th	Jan	
2005	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Joint	Course	in	Clinical	Oncology,	Royal	College	
of	Radiologists,	London,	UK	

14th	Sep	
2004	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Gynaecological	Ultrasound	Course,	Royal	
College	of	Obstetricians	and	Gynaecologists,	London,	UK	

8th	May	
2003	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Gynaecology	Nursing	Forum	Conference	of	
Royal	College	of	Nursing,	Leeds,	Yorkshire,	UK	

24th	Sep	
2002	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Gynaecological	Ultrasound	Course,	RCOG,	
London,	UK	

7th	Nov	
2001	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Screening	in	Gynaecological	Oncology,	Sint-
Augustinus	Hospital,	Antwerp,	The	Netherlands	

24th	Sep	
2001	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	The	silent	disease	–	Ovarian	Cancer,	Royal	
Surrey	County	Hospital	NHS	Foundation	Trust,	Guildford,	Surrey,	UK	

19th	Sep	
2001	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Gynaecological	Ultrasound	Course,	RCOG,	
London,	UK	

3rd	May	
2001	

Ovarian	cancer	–	Screening	and	risk	reducing	strategies,	Cancer	Genetics	for	
the	Non-Specialist,	St	George’s	Hospital	Medical	School,	London,	UK	

30th	Mar	
2001	

Screening	for	Ovarian	Cancer,	Principle	and	practice	of	screening	in	
obstetrics	and	gynaecology,	North	West	Wales	NHS	Trust,	UK	

30th	Oct	
2000	

Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	–	the	essential	facts,	Key	Issues	in	the	care	of	
Women	with	Gynaecological	Cancers,	Imperial	College	School	of	Medicine,	
London,	UK	

24th	Nov	
2000	

Further	thoughts	on	ovarian	cancer	screening,	Gynaecological	Oncology	–	
Cervical	and	Ovarian	Cancer,	St	George’s	Hospital	Medical	School,	London,	
UK	
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LEADERSHIP	
	
I	was	appointed	Interim	Director	IfWH	job-share	with	Professor	Judith	Stephenson	in	July	
2016.		During	the	9-month	period	we	were	in	post,	we	instituted	a	senior	staff	meeting,	
greater	transparency	on	all	issues	and	a	more	proactive	approach	to	supporting	middle	rung	
staff	in	their	careers.		We	submitted	and	were	awarded	the	only	Athena	SWAN	gold	
awarded	in	2016.	
	
I	was	a	member	of	the	UCL/UCLH	IfWH	Strategic	Planning	Board	since	inception	in	2004	till	
2009,	contributing	to	the	vision	and	strategy	of	the	early	days.			
	
I	have	been	group	leader	from	2000.		The	group	has	numbered	from	40	when	all	the	large	
trials	were	active	to	currently	10.		The	group	has	always	been	multidisciplinary	and	diverse	
with	an	excellent	balance	of	gender,	ethnicity	and	age.		Over	the	past	15	years,	I	have	
overseen	a	budget	of	~£35	million	and	always	achieved	considerable	savings	while	
delivering	targets.	
	
For	most	part,	my	leadership	role	has	been	in	the	research	arena	and	I	have	led	
implementation	of	a	number	of	multicentre	studies	involving	numerous	senior	investigators	
and	many	organisations.		The	most	challenging	of	them	was	UKCTOCS	which	involved	six	
other	senior	investigators,	18	senior	consultants/academics	leading	the	13	regional	centres	
and	interaction	with	numerous	NHS	and	other	governmental	organisations.		The	successful	
completion	of	UKCTOCS	was	hailed	as	a	major	achievement	for	clinical	science	in	the	NHS	
and	a	tribute	to	widespread	collaboration	in	the	accompanying	Lancet	editorial.	
	
KNOWLEDGE	TRANSFER	/	EXCHANGE	ACTIVITY		
	
Patient	and	public	engagement	
In	all	our	trials,	I	have	been	innovative	in	our	approach	to	informing	and	including	
participants.		In	the	ovarian	cancer	screening	trials,	at	the	end	of	screening,	I	commissioned	
an	artist	to	paint	a	‘Graafian	follicle’	which	she	then	digitised	such	that	each	point	
represented	8	trial	participants.		Each	of	the	over	205,000	women	who	participated	in	
UKCTOCS	/	UK	FOCSS	were	sent	a	personal	‘thank-you’	card	with	the	images.	
	
I	work	closely	with	the	UK	ovarian	cancer	patient	support	groups/charities.		I	am	on	the	
medical	board	of	the	ovarian	cancer	support	group,	OVACOME	and	support	both	them,	The	
Eve	Appeal,	Ovarian	Cancer	Action	and	Target	Ovarian	Cancer	by	speaking	at	their	members’	
days,	attending	‘all	party	parliamentary’	meetings	on	their	behalf,	contributing	articles	to	
their	newsletters.		I	speak	regularly	at	the	BRCA	carrier	days	prganised	by	multiple	hospitals.		
I	have	forged	links	with	the	Indian	Cancer	Society,	Delhi	and	spoken	at	their	annual	meeting	
on	familial	cancer	to	lay	audiences	in	India.	
	
Date	 Title	/	organisation	
5th	Mar	
2016	

Prevention	and	detection:	Update	on	UKCTOCS	study,	Ovacome	Members’	
Day,	St	Luke’s	Community	Centre,	London,	UK	
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17th	Dec	
2015	

UKCTOCS	results	explained,	UKCTOCS	Charity	Event,	RCOG,	London,	UK	

17th	Nov	
2015	

Management	of	gynaecological	cancer	in	Lynch	Syndrome,	Information	
Evening	for	Lynch	Syndrome	Carriers,	London,	UK	

24th	Oct	
2015	

Ovarian	Cancer	–	UKCTOCS	study:	the	outcomes,	3rd	ENGAGe	Patient	Seminar,	
Nice,	France	

30th	Oct	
2012	

Ovarian	Cancer	Screening,	All	Party	Parliamentary	Group	on	Ovarian	Cancer,	
Target	Ovarian	Cancer,	The	House	of	Commons,	Westminster,	London,	UK	

25th	Oct	
2011	

Hereditary	Cancer	–	an	overview,	Indian	Cancer	Society,	Annual	meeting	
2011,	Delhi,	India	

22nd	Sep	
2011	

Managing	gynaecological	Cancer	Risk,	BRCA	Patient	Day,	The	Royal	Marsden	
Hospital,	Chelsea,	London,	UK	

7th	Mar	
2008	

Ovarian	Cancer	Symptoms,	What	has	Research	Shown?		Challenge	of	Ovarian	
Cancer	Conference,	Angels	of	Hope	Charity,	Belfast,	Northern	Ireland,	UK	

24th	Apr	
2006	

Risk	Reducing	Salpingo-Oophorectomy	&	Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening,	
The	Royal	Marsden	Hospital	Patient	Education	Day,	Chelsea,	London,	UK	

18th	Jan	
2006	

Reducing	the	risk	of	ovarian	cancer,	BRCA	Carrier	Day,	Guy’s	Hospital,	London,	
UK	

15th	Jan	
2006	

Ovarian	Cancer	–	Screening	and	risk	reducing	strategies,	Cancer	BACUP	
meeting,	London,	UK	

6th	May	
2004	

High	risk	families	–	UK	Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Study,	OVACOME	
meeting,	London,	UK	

3rd	Nov	
2003	

United	Kingdom	Familial	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	Study,	Annual	Meeting	of	
the	Traveller's	Society,	London,	UK	

10th	May	
2003	

Screening	And	Risk	Reducing	Surgery,	BRCA	Carrier	Day,	Guy’s	and	St	Thomas’	
NHS	Foundation	Trust,	London,	UK	

	
Informing	Public	Policy	
Between	2009	–	2015,	as	a	member	of	the	gynaecological	oncology	oversight	committees	at	
the	National	Cancer	Intelligence	Network,	I	contributed	to	their	annual	reports	which	have	
helped	inform	policy	decisions	with	regard	to	delivery	of	gynaecological	cancer	care.		In	the	
absence	of	good	data	on	surgical	outcomes,	I	set	up	a	prospective	national	audit,	UKGOSOC	
at	the	behest	of	the	gynaecological	oncological	surgeons	to	set	benchmarking	standards	for	
surgical	outcomes	for	UK.	
	
I	was	a	member	of	the	Gynaecological	Oncology	working	group	set	up	by	the	Department	of	
Health	in	2008	to	facilitate	roll	out	of	the	Cancer	Reform	Strategy	in	Gynaecological	
Oncology	and	kick	start	the	National	Awareness	and	Early	Detection	Initiative	in	cancer.		
Currently	I	am	a	member	of	the	working	group	in	the	Department	of	Health	‘Be	Clear	on	
Cancer’	campaign.	
	
Enabling	activity	
The	trial	biobanks	have	enhanced	the	ability	of	laboratory	based	researchers	within	the	
department	to	explore	new	ideas,	set	up	successful	collaborations,	and	apply	for	major	
grants.		Professor	Martin	Widschwendter,	Dr	John	Timms,	as	well	as	Prof	Ian	Jacobs	and	Prof	
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Simon	Gayther	(previously	in	Women’s	Cancer)	have	all	used	the	banked	samples	and	data	
to	both	generate	and	validate	hypotheses	and	successfully	apply	for	large	CRUK	/	EU	grants.	
	
The	high	quality	UKCTOCS	biobank	has	also	contributed	towards	the	research	of	many	UCL	
groups	(listed	below)	in	areas	beyond	my	core	research	interest	–	women’s	cancer.		My	
team	and	I	have	spent	significant	time	and	effort	in	the	design	of	nested	case	control	studies	
and	the	identification	of	cases,	matching	of	controls	and	organising	of	research	governance	
in	order	to	help	the	groups	below.		This	has	enhanced	the	ability	of	researchers	especially	
the	Cardiovascular	group	to	set	up	successful	collaborations	and	apply	for	major	grants.	
	
Title	 Collaborations	
Identifying	biomarkers	and	risk	factors	for	
colorectal	cancer	

Dr	John	Timms	(UCL	EGA	Institute	for	
Women’s	Health)	

Interrogation	of	UKCTOCS	serum	bank	for	
existing	and	novel	markers	of	Pancreatic,	
Biliary	Tract	and	Liver	Cancer	

Prof	Stephen	Pereira	(UCL	Institute	for	Liver	
and	Digestive	Health),	Dr	John	Timms	(UCL	
EGA	Institute	for	Women’s	Health)	

An	investigation	of	novel	biomarkers	for	
cardiac	disease	and	stroke	screening	and	
diagnosis	

Prof	Aroon	Hingorani,	Prof	Philippa	Talmud	
(UCL	Institute	of	Cardiovascular	Science),	
Prof	JP	Casas	Romero	(UCL	Institute	of	
Health	Informatics)	

Identification	of	novel	biomarkers	of	heavy	
alchohol	use	and	liver	fibrosis	in	primary	
care	

Prof	William	Rosenburg,	Dr	Paul	Trembling	
(UCL	Institute	for	Liver	and	Digestive	Health)	

Cardiometabolic	disease	prediction	using	
high-resolution	1	H-nuclear	magnetic	
resonance	metabolomics	(The	UCLEB	
consortium)	

Prof	Aroon	Hingorani	(UCL	Institute	of	
Cardiovascular	Science),	Prof	JP	Casas	
Romero	(UCL	Institute	of	Health	
Informatics)	

Heritage	in	Hospitals:		An	investigation	of	
the	therapeutic	and	enrichment	potential	
of	object	handling	in	hospitals	and	other	
healthcare	organisations	

Prof	Helen	Chatterjee	(Grant	Museum	of	
Zoology,	UCL	Culture),	Guy	Noble	(Arts	and	
Heritage,	ULCH),	Dr	Anne	Lanceley	(UCL	
EGA	Institute	for	Women’s	Health)	

	
Contributing	to	industry	/	enterprise	
The	UKCTOCS	biobank	led	to	the	set-up	of	a	UCL	start-up	Abcodia	Pvt	Ltd.		Abcodia	has	
exclusive	commercial	rights	to	a	serum	biobank	to	undertake	discovery	and	validation	
studies	of	early	detection	biomarkers.		It	has	teamed	with	Cancer	Research	UK	to	explore	
comprehensively	early	detection	markers	in	bowel	and	lung	cancers.		The	work	is	facilitated	
by	myself	as	Chief	Investigator	and	my	team,	overseeing	governance	for	the	various	nested	
case	control	studies,	identification	of	appropriate	sample/data	sets	and	anonymization	of	all		
data.	
	
More	recently	Abcodia	has	acquired	the	commercial	licence	from	Massachusetts	General	
Hospital	for	the	use	of	the	Risk	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Algorithm	(ROCA)	which	is	core	to	the	
multimodal	ovarian	cancer	screening	strategy	that	has	shown	initial	promise	in	UKCTOCS	
and	UKFOCSS.	I	have	worked	with	Abcodia	in	preparing	the	datasets	for	FDA	submissions	
and	am	on	the	Steering	committee	of	their	new	Cancer	Vanguard	project.	
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I	have	set	up	close	collaborations	with	the	not-for-profit	cancer	hospiltal,	TMC	in	Kolkata.		I	
regularly	visit	the	hospital	where	I	hold	an	honorary	senior	consultant	contract.	In	addition	
to	facilitating	biobanking	(details	above)	I	have	been	mentoring	and	helping	clinicians	in	
gynaecological	oncology	and	psycho	oncology	to	set	up	independent	research	programmes.	
	
CLINICAL	ACTIVITY	
	
My	core	clinical	interest	is	management	of	women	at	increased	risk	of	familial	
gynaecological	cancer.		I	run	a	tertiary	level	gynaecological	familial	cancer	service	at	
University	College	Hospital	with	referrals	from	all	over	London	and	beyond.		Management	of	
high-risk	women	is	based	on	the	latest	research	findings.	
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APPENDIX	1	
	
PUBLICATIONS	–	published	conference	abstracts	
1. The	preclinical	detection	of	non-Hodgkin’s	lymphoma	through	serial	measurements	of	

serum	CA	125	among	postmenopausal	women	participating	in	the	United	Kingdom	
Collaborative	Trial	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening.	Woolas	RP,	Skates	S,	Gentry-Maharaj	
A,	Ryan	A,	Kalsie	T,	Mintah-Sem	A,	Woolas	J,	Kapinskyj	C,	Menon	U,	Jacobs	IJ.	ASIA-
PACIFIC	JOURNAL	OF	CLINICAL	ONCOLOGY,	Volume	12	Supplement	S5,	80-80,	Meeting	
Abstract	49,	Nov	2016.	

2. Cost-effectiveness	of	systematic	population	based	screening	for	BRCA1,	BRCA2,	
RAD51C,	RAD51D	and	BRIP1	gene	mutations	in	unselected	general	population	women.	
Manchanda	R,	Gordeev	V,	Antoniou	A,	Smith	S,	Lee	A,	Hopper	J,	Macinnis	R,	Paul	P,	
Simon	G,	Susan	R,	Menon	U,	Jacobs	I,	Legood	R.	INTERNATIONAL	JOURNAL	OF	
GYNECOLOGICAL	CANCER,	Volume	26	Supplement	3,	59-60,	Meeting	Abstract	IGCS-
1198,	Oct	2016.	

3. Specifying	the	threshold	of	`ovarian	cancer	risk’	for	undertaking	risk	reducing	surgery	
for	ovarian	cancer	prevention	in	premenopausal	women.	Manchanda	R,	Legood	R,	
Antoniou	A,	Gordeev	V,	Menon	U.	INTERNATIONAL	JOURNAL	OF	GYNECOLOGICAL	
CANCER,	Volume	26	Supplement	3,	767-767,	Meeting	Abstract	IGCS-1181,	Oct	2016.	

4. Early	Detection	Biomarkers	and	Risk	Estimation	Models	for	Ovarian	Cancer.	Russell	
MR,	D'Amato	A,	Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Ryan	A,	Kalsi	J,	Menon	U,	Jacobs	I,	Graham	RLJ.	9th	
Joint	Meeting	of	the	British-Division	of	the	International-Academy-of-Pathology	and	
the	Pathological-Society-of-Great-Britain-and-Ireland,	Nottingham,	Jun	28-Jul	1	2016,	
JOURNAL	OF	PATHOLOGY,	Volume	240	Supplement	1,	3-3,	Oct	2016.	

5. Ovarian	cancer	screening	and	mortality	in	the	UK	collaborative	trial	of	ovarian	cancer	
screening	(UKCTOCS):	A	randomised	controlled	trial.	Jacobs	IJ,	Menon	U,	Ryan	A,	
Gentry-Maharaj,	A,	Burnell	M,	Kalsi	JK,	McGuire	AJ,	Farmer	M,	Skates	SJ.	AACR	107th	
Annual	Meeting	on	Bioinformatics	and	Systems	Biology,	New	Orleans,	LA,	Apr	16-20	
2016,	CANCER	RESEARCH,	Volume	76	Supplement	14,	Meeting	Abstract	CT104,	Jul	
2016.	

6. A	splicing	variant	of	TERT	identified	by	GWAS	interacts	with	menopausal	estrogen	
therapy	in	risk	of	ovarian	cancer.	Lee	AW,	Bomkamp	A,	Bandera	EV,	Jensen	A,	Ramus	
SJ,	Goodman	MT,	Rossing	MA,	Modugno	F,	Moysich	KB,	Chang-Claude	J,	Rudolph	A,	
Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Terry	KL,	Gayther	SA,	Cramer	DW,	Doherty	JA,	Schildkraut	JM,	Kjaer	
SK,	Ness	RB,	Menon	U,	Berchuck	A,	Mukherjee	B,	Roman	L,	Pharoah	PD,	Chenevix-
Trench	G,	Wu	AH,	Pike	MC,	Pearce	CL.	AACR	107th	Annual	Meeting	on	Bioinformatics	
and	Systems	Biology,	New	Orleans,	LA,	Apr	16-20	2016,	CANCER	RESEARCH,	Volume	
76	Supplement	14,	Meeting	Abstract	797,	Jul	2016		

7. Refining	Ovarian	Cancer	Test	accuracy	Scores	(ROCkeTS)	trial	update.	Sundar	S,	Rick	C,	
Dowling	F,	Au	P,	Snell	K,	Rai	N,	Champaneria	R,	Neal	R,	Davenport	C,	Mallet	S,	Sutton	
A,	Stobart	H,	Kehoe	S,	Timmerman	D,	Bourne	T,	Calster	BV,	Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Menon	
U,	Deeks	J.	BJOG-AN	International	Journal	Of	Obstetrics	And	Gynaecology,	Volume	123	
Special	Issue	SI	Supplement,	102-102,	Meeting	Abstract	EP3.062,	Jun	2016.	

8. Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	and	Mortality	in	the	UK	Collaborative	Trial	of	Ovarian	Cancer	
Screening	(UKCTOCS):	A	Randomized	Controlled	Trial.	Jacobs	IJ,	Menon	U,	Ryan	A,	
Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Burnell	M,	Kalsi	JK,	Amso	NN,	Apostolidou	S,	Benjamin	E,	



	 78	

Cruickshank	D,	Crump	DN,	Davies	SK,	Dawnay	A,	Dobbs	S,	Fletcher	G,	Ford	J,	Godfrey	K,	
Gunu	R,	Habib	M,	Hallett	R,	Herod	J,	Jenkins	H,	Karpinskyj	C,	Leeson	S,	Lewis	SJ,	Liston	
WR,	Lopes	A,	Mould	T,	Murdoch	J,	Oram	D,	Rabideau	DJ,	Reynolds	K,	Scott	I,	Seif	MW,	
Sharma	A,	Singh	N,	Taylor	J,	Warburton	F,	Widschwendter	M,	Williamson	K,	Woolas	R,	
Fallowfield	L,	McGuire	AJ,	Campbell	S,	Parmar	M,	Skates	SJ.	Obstetrical	&	
Gynecological	Survey,	Volume	71	Issue	6,	346-348,	Jun	2016.	

9. Validation	of	a	multi-marker	panel	for	early	detection	of	ovarian	cancer.	Bast	RC,	
Raamanathan	A,	Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Skates	S,	Baggerly	KA,	Fourkala	R,	Ryan	A,	Zhang	Z,	
Menon	U,	Jacobs	I.	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American-Society-of-Clinical-Oncology	
(ASCO),	Chicago,	IL,	Jun	03-07	2016,	Journal	of	Clinical	Oncology,	Volume	34	Issue	15	
Supplement	S,	Meeting	Abstract	5570,	20	May	2016.	

10. Performance	characteristics	and	stage	distribution	of	invasive	epithelial	
ovarian/tubal/peritoneal	cancers	in	UKCTOCS.	Menon	U,	Ryan	A,	Burnell	M,	Gentry-
Maharaj	A,	Kalsi	JK,	Skates	SJ,	Parmar	MKB,	Jacobs	IJ.	Annual	Meeting	of	the	American-
Society-of-Clinical-Oncology	(ASCO),	Chicago,	IL,	Jun	03-07	2016,	Journal	of	Clinical	
Oncology,	Volume	34	Issue	15	Supplement	S,	Meeting	Abstract	5507,	20	May	2016.	

11. Ovarian	cancer	screening.	Menon	U.	AACR	Special	Conference	on	Advances	in	Ovarian	
Cancer	Research	-	Exploiting	Vulnerabilities,	Orlando,	FL,	Oct	17-20	2015,	Clinical	
Cancer	Research,	Volume	22	Supplement	2,	Meeting	Abstract	IA23,	15	Jan	2016.	

12. Decreased	Serum	Thrombospondin-1	Levels	in	Pancreatic	Ductal	Adenocarcinoma	
Patients:	An	Early	Indicator	of	Cancer	or	Diabetes	Development?	Jenkinson	C,	Elliott	
VL,	Evans	A,	Oldfield	L,	Timms	JF,	Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Menon	U,	Cox	T,	Campbell	F,	
Sutton	R,	Pereira	SP,	Tuveson	DA,	Greenhalf	W,	Neoptolemos	JP,	Costello	E.	Pancreas,	
Volume	44	Issue	8,	1383-1383,	Nov	2015.	

13. Overdiagnosis	of	borderline	ovarian	cancer	in	ovarian	cancer	screening:	the	UK	
Collaborative	Trial	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	(UKCTOCS)	experience	Gentry-Maharaj	
A,	Karpinskyj	C,	Taylor	H,	Ryan		A,	Singh	N,	Benjamin	E,	Widschwendter	M,	Burnell	M,	
Davies	S,	Kalsi	J,	Skates	S,	Campbell	S,	Parmar	M,	Jacobs	I,	Menon	U.	International	
Journal	Of	Gynecological	Cancer,	Volume	25	Issue	9	Supplement	1,	22-23,	Meeting	
Abstract	ESGO-0903,	Oct	2015.	

14. A	non-inferiority	cluster	randomised	trial	comparing	traditional	face-to-face	and	dvd-
based	genetic	counselling	in	systematic	population	based	brca1/2	testing	Manchanda	
R,	Loggenberg	K,	Burnell	M,	Wardle	J,	Sanderson	S,	Gessler	S,	Side	L,	Balogun	N,	Desai	
R,	Kumar	A,	Dorkins	H,	Wallis	Y,	Chapman	C,	Tomlinson	L,	Taylor	R,	Jacobs	C,	McGuire	
A,	Beller	U,	Menon	U,	Jacobs	I.	International	Journal	Of	Gynecological	Cancer,	Volume	
25	Issue	9	Supplement	1,	48-49,	Meeting	Abstract	ESGO-1259,	Oct	2015.	

15. Symptoms	reported	by	women	with	screen	detected	invasive	epithelial	ovarian	cancer	
in	the	United	Kingdom	Collaborative	Trial	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	(UKCTOCS)	
Dilley	J,	Allen	P,	Gentry-Maharaj	A,	Apostolidou	S,	Ryan	A,	Kalsi	J,	Burnell	M,	Davies	S,	
Singh	N,	Widschwendter	M,	Campbell	S,	Parmar	M,	Skate	S,	Jacobs	I,	Menon	U.	
International	Journal	Of	Gynecological	Cancer,	Volume	25	Issue	9	Supplement	1,	423-
424,	Meeting	Abstract	ESGO-0951,	Oct	2015.	

16. Defining	the	risk	threshold	for	risk	reducing	salpingo-oophorectomy	for	ovarian	cancer	
prevention	in	low	risk	postmenopausal	women	Manchanda	R,	Legood	R,	Pearce	L,	
Menon	U.	International	Journal	of	Gynecological	Cancer,	Volume	25	Issue	9	
Supplement	1,	600-601,	Meeting	Abstract	ESGO-1258,	Oct	2015.	
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17. Quality	of	life	in	endometrial	cancer	survivors	-	a	cohort	study	nested	within	the	
United	Kingdom	Collaborative	Trial	of	Ovarian	Cancer	Screening	(UKCTOCS)	Karpinskyj	
CL,	Taylor	J,	Lewis	D,	Keller	C,	Pennington	M,	Ryan	A,	Manchanda	R,	Iyer	R,	Griffin	M,	
Devine	A,	Jacobs	I,	Legood	R,	Menon	U,	Gentry-Maharaj	A.	International	Journal	Of	
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